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Deep Water Sea Ports 
The Port of Houston is the No. 2 busiest port in the 
U.S. by total cargo volume and 13th busiest in the 
world (2009). 

 

The Ports of Corpus Christi and Beaumont rank in the 
top 10 among all U.S. ports for total cargo volume. 

 

Texas has more than 1,000 miles of channel 
maintained by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

The Ports of Houston, Corpus Christi, Beaumont, Texas 
City, Freeport, Port Arthur, Brownsville, Orange, 
Galveston, and Calhoun are designated as foreign 
trade zones (FTZ). The U.S. government considers FTZs 
to be outside U.S. Customs territory, and merchandise 
may be brought into an FTZ without formal customs 
entry, import quotas, or most other import 

restrictions. 
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Texas seaports dominate 
Gulf of Mexico trade 

The value of annual imports and exports at the Port of 
Houston is more than triple that of any other U.S. seaport 
on the Gulf Coast. 

$131 B 



Commercial Airports 
27 Texas airports offer scheduled service on 
commercial airlines. 

 

Dallas-Fort Worth is home to the headquarters of two 
major international air carriers, American Airlines and 
Southwest Airlines. A third, United Airlines, operates 
a major hub in Houston. 

 

Texas is home to six of the top 50 busiest airports in 
the country, by annual passengers boarded, including: 
 #4    Dallas/Fort Worth International (DFW) 
 #7    Houston George Bush Intercontinental (IAH) 
 #40  Houston William P. Hobby (HOU) 
 #43  Austin Bergstrom International (AUS) 
 #47  San Antonio International (SAT) 
 #49  Dallas Love Field (DAL) 

Texarkana Regional 



In 2010, Travel + Leisure magazine 
ranked Houston No. 1 on its list of 
ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ .Ŝǎǘ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘǎΦέ 



Class I Railroads 

¢ŜȄŀǎΩ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ second largest in the 
nation, with 45 freight railroad operators carrying 7.8 
million rail carloads (2009). 

 

²ƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ млΣплл ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎΩ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ 
system maintains more rail miles than any other state. 

 

¢ƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜƛƎƘǘ /ƭŀǎǎ L ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ 

Texas, including Union Pacific, Kansas City Southern, 
and the Fort Worth-based BNSF. 
 

In 2010, Texas was the entry point for 91% of all rail 
containers crossing into the U.S. from Mexico. 

 

Chemical products accounted for 38% of all rail freight 
originating in Texas in 2009, making it the top 
commodity sector for rail transport. 

Union Pacific (UP) 

BNSF Railway (BNSF) 

Kansas City Southern (KCS) 

Class I Rail Operators 


